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$YHF�0DOHN�&KHEHO��DQWKURSRORJXH�HW
VSpFLDOLVWH�GH�O
,VODP���/HV�0LOOH�HW�XQH�1XLWV
HQ�GpEDW�j�&DVDEODQFD
�
+DVVDQ�%HQWDOHE
0HUFUHGL����0DUV�����
�

4 XL� D� pFULW� OHV� 0LOOH� HW
XQH� 1XLWV"¬ � 2Q� Q
HQ� GRXWH
SDV��OHV�FRQWHV�RQW¬�pWp�FUppV
SDU�GHV�IHPPHV��/D�ORJLTXH�HW
OD� VWUXFWXUH� GHV� FRQWHV
PRQWUHQW� TX
HOOHV� VRQW� EHO� HW
ELHQ� XQH� FUpDWLRQ� IpPLQLQH�

&
HVW� FH� TXL� UpVXOWH� GH� O
LQWHUYHQWLRQ� GH� 0DOHN� &KHEHO�
DQWKURSRORJXH� HW� VSpFLDOLVWH� GH� O
LVODP�� ORUV� GH� VRQ� SDVVDJH� j
O
8QLYHUVLWp� FLWR\HQQH�� RUJDQLVp� SDU� +(0�� VDPHGL� �� PDUV�� j
&DVDEODQFD��
0DOHN�&KHEHO� D� H[SOLTXp�TXH�©OHV�0LOOH� HW� XQH�1XLWV� ª� VRQW� XQ
FRQWH� LPDJLQDLUH� HW� PpWDSKRULTXH� FRPSRVp� SDU� GHV� IHPPHV
IRUWXQpHV� HW� LQVWUXLWHV�� &H� VRQW� GHV� &DLURWHV� ERXUJHRLVHV�
FORvWUpHV�GDQV�OHXU�KDUHP��HQ�SURLH�j�O
HQQXL�HW�j�O
LQWUDQVLJHDQFH
GX�VpUDLO��TXL�RQW�LQYHQWp�FHV�KLVWRLUHV�GRQW�HOOHV�VRQW�OHV�DFWULFHV�SULQFLSDOHV��(OOHV�UpLQYHQWHQW�OH�PRQGH�j
OHXU�PHVXUH��(OOHV�HVVD\HQW�GH�V
DSSURSULHU�OH�PRQGH��FHOXL�GH�O
LPDJLQDWLRQ�SXLVTXH�OH�PRQGH�H[WpULHXU�
SURIDQH�HW�UpHO��QH�OHXU�DSSDUWLHQW�SDV��
3RXU�VRXWHQLU�VD�WKqVH��0DOHN�&KHEHO�QH�PDQTXH�SDV�G·DUJXPHQWV��'
DERUG��RQ�UHOqYH�O
RPQLSUpVHQFH�GH
OD�ÀJXUH�IpPLQLQH�HW�VRQ�U{OH�FHQWUDO�GDQV�OHV�UpFLWV��'DQV�ERQ�QRPEUH�GH�FRQWHV��OD�IHPPH�HVW�VDYDQWH�
FRQQDLVVDQW�j�IRQG�OH�&RUDQ��O
KLVWRLUH�GH�O·LVODP�HW�O·DUW�GH�JRXYHUQHU�PrPH�VL�HOOH�HVW�UHSUpVHQWpH�SDUIRLV
FRPPH�j�O·RULJLQH�GX�PDOKHXU�GHV�KRPPHV��HOOH�V
HQ�VRUW�WRXMRXUV�YLFWRULHXVH��
(QVXLWH��SRXU�SDUOHU�GHV�KRPPHV��SRXUVXLW�&KHEHO��HW�VXUWRXW�GH�OD�SV\FKRORJLH�DPRXUHXVH�PDVFXOLQH��LO
SHQVH� TX
LO� Q
\� D� TXH� ©� OHV� IHPPHV� TXL� SHXYHQW� OH� IDLUH� ª�� /
LQYHUVH� HVW� LPSUREDEOH�� ©� /HV� KRPPHV
FRQQDLVVHQW�SHX�GHV�IHPPHV�ª��&KHEHO�HVWLPH�pJDOHPHQW�TXH�OHV�GHVFULSWLRQV�GpWDLOOpHV�GH�OD�EHDXWp�GHV
IHPPHV��OHXUV�ULYDOLWpV�� OHV�DUFDQHV�GHV�KDUHPV�HW�OHV�LQWpULHXUV�GH�SDODLV�QH�SHXYHQW�rWUH�TXH�G
RULJLQH
IpPLQLQH��
,O�\�D�DXVVL�OH�SHUVRQQDJH�GH�6KpKpUD]DGH�HOOH�PrPH��TXL�Q
HVW��VHORQ�0DOHN�&KHEHO��TXH�OD�V\QWKqVH�GH
WRXWHV�OHV�IHPPHV��/D�V\QWKqVH�GH�FH�TXH�SRXUUD�rWUH�XQH�IHPPH�DFFRPSOLH��©$X�IRQG��F·HVW�XQH�KpURwQH
TXL�SDUW�G
XQH�VLWXDWLRQ�DWURFH�SRXU�OHV�IHPPHV�HW�SDUYLHQW�SURJUHVVLYHPHQW�j�IDLUH�VRLJQHU�VRQ�PDUL�RX�OH
JHQUH�PDVFXOLQ� TXL� UHSUpVHQWH� OH� F{Wp� REVFXU�� EUXWDO�� HW�PpFKDQW� GH� FHUWDLQV� KRPPHV� TXL� RQW� WURS� GH
SRXYRLU� ª�� &HW� HQFKDvQHPHQW� QH� SHXW� rWUH� TXH� FHOXL� G
XQ� SHUVRQQDJH� GRPLQp� TXL� HVSqUH� FKDQJHU� OHV
UHODWLRQV�GX�SRXYRLU��D�FRQFOX�&KHEHO��
/HV�$OI� OD\ODK�ZD� OD\ODK�VRQW�GRQF�XQH�PpWDSKRUH�©�GHV�FRQGLWLRQV�GH� OD� IHPPH�DX��qPH�VLqFOHª��8Q
UHÁHW�GHV�FRQWUDGLFWLRQV�GH�FHWWH�VRFLpWp��GH�VHV�FRPSOH[HV�HW�VHV�UHIRXOHPHQWV��(OOHV�QRXV�HQWUDvQHQW�
FRPPH�H[SOLTXH�ELHQ�9LQFHQW�'HPHUV��GDQV�XQ�PRQGH�R�� O
XQLYHUV�PDJLTXH�HW� LPDJLQDLUH�V
KDUPRQLVH
DYHF�OHV�UpDOLWpV�KLVWRULTXHV��VRXYHQW�GpIRUPpHV�SDU�GHV�FRQWHXUV�HQWKRXVLDVWHV��
�
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&DQRQ� ODQFH
GHX[
QRXYHDX[
SURGXLWV� DX
0DURF

5pJLRQ� 6(0('�� /H� 0DURF� RIIUH� OH
PHLOOHXU�HQYLURQQHPHQW�GHV�DIIDLUHV

&8/785(�������������
/D�SLqFH�´$DODFK�Z
.LIDFKµ�GpFURFKH�OH�*UDQG
3UL[��

����������
�

/H� ��qPH� 6DORQ� UpJLRQDO� GX� OLYUH
RXYUH�VHV�SRUWHV�j�.KRXULEJD

�/.,�-·�,.�
��-�/.,�-·�,.�
��-
´3DUWHQDULDW�GH�WDOHQWVµ�8(�0DURF�
/·pFODLUDJH�GH�OD�&RPPLVVLRQ
HXURSpHQQH

7RXULVPH�������/H�0DURF�WRXUQH�OD
SDJH�GH�OD�SDQGpPLH

���PDL�������GH�WULVWH�PpPRLUH��8Q
FRXS�GXU�HW�XQ�WRXUQDQW�GDQV�OD
SROLWLTXH�VpFXULWDLUH�DX�0DURF

/H�PRGqOH�PDURFDLQ�HQ�PDWLqUH�GH
GLDORJXH�LQWHUUHOLJLHX[�ORXp�j
3DOHUPH

0DUUDNHFK�DEULWH�OD��qPH�UpXQLRQ
PLQLVWpULHOOH�GH�O·8S0�VXU�O·HPSORL�HW
OH�WUDYDLO

3XEOLFLWp ,QVFULSWLRQ ([SUHVVR 1HZVOHWWHU

$FFXHLO $FWXDOLWp (FRQRPLH 6RFLpWp &XOWXUH 6SRUW 0RQGH ,QWHUYLHZV /
LQIR 9LGpR 3RUWDLW +RUL]RQ 3HRSOH
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/HV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV

,OOXVWUDWLRQ�GX�PDQXVFULW�GH�6RXJKUDW��6RFUDWH��SDU
6HOGMRXNRXN�DX���H�VLqFOH��%LEOLRWKqTXH�GX�SDODLV�GH

7RSNDSL��,VWDPERXO��7XUTXLH��

7LWUH�RULJLQDO �ID�¬Ȧʘ�Ť�Đðēš
)RUPDW (QVHPEOH��G�
/DQJXHV $QJODLV��SHUVDQ
$XWHXU $$�99�
*HQUH &RQWH�PHUYHLOOHX[
3HUVRQQDJHV 6KpKpUD]DGH�

6KDKU\DU�
'\QDU]DG��G��
6XOD\PDQ�
+kURXQ�DU�5DFKvG

3D\V 3URFKH�2ULHQW

/HV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV

/HV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV��SHUVDQɾ��õę�Ȧʘ�Ť�Đðēš��KD]kU�R�\HN�FKDEɾ��DUDEHɾ��÷ŖŬŕŤ�÷ŖŬŕ�ŋŕæ�òñúő��NLWŅE�DOI�OD\OD
ZD�OD\OD��WUDG��OLWW�ɾ��©ɾOH�OLYUH�GH�PLOOH�QXLWV�HW�XQH�QXLWɾª��HVW�XQ�UHFXHLO�DQRQ\PH�GH�FRQWHV�SRSXODLUHV
G
RULJLQH�SHUVDQH��LQGLHQQH�HW�DUDEH�

,O�HVW�FRQVWLWXp�GH�QRPEUHX[�FRQWHV�HQFKkVVpV�HW�GH�SHUVRQQDJHV�PLV�HQ�PLURLU�OHV�XQV�SDU�UDSSRUW�DX[
DXWUHV�

/HV�RULJLQHV�GX�UHFXHLO¬��P\VWqUH�FRPSOLTXp
8Q�UHFXHLO�SHX�pWXGLp
/HV�WUDGXFWLRQV

/D�WUDGXFWLRQ�G
$QWRLQH�*DOODQG
/D�WUDGXFWLRQ�GH�-RVHSK�&KDUOHV�0DUGUXV
/D�WUDGXFWLRQ�GH�5HQp�5��.KDZDP
/D�WUDGXFWLRQ�G
$QGUp�0LTXHO�HW�-DPHO�(GGLQH�%HQFKHLNK
/HV�WUDGXFWLRQV�DQJODLVHV
/D�WUDGXFWLRQ�HQ�'RXDOD�G·,VDDF�0RXPp�(WLD

/HV�UpFLWV
/H�VXFFqV
,OOXVWUDWLRQV
$GDSWDWLRQV

$X�FLQpPD�HW�j�OD�WpOpYLVLRQ
$XWUHV�XWLOLVDWLRQV�DX�FLQpPD�HW�j�OD�WpOpYLVLRQ
$X�WKpkWUH
0XVLTXH�FODVVLTXH
(Q�EDQGHV�GHVVLQpHV
-HX�GH�VRFLpWp
-HX�YLGpR
&RPpGLH�PXVLFDOH

%LEOLRJUDSKLH
7UDGXFWLRQV
$QDO\VHV

1RWHV�HW�UpIpUHQFHV
$QQH[HV

$UWLFOHV�FRQQH[HV
/LHQV�H[WHUQHV

'HX[�WpPRLJQDJHV�GX�;HɾVLqFOH��OH�SUHPLHU�G��j�$O�0DV
�Gv��OH�VHFRQG�j�,EQ�DO�1DGLP��LQGLTXHQW�TXH�/HV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�QXLWV�VHUDLHQW�DX�GpSDUW�OH�UpVXOWDW�GH
O
DGDSWDWLRQ�HQ�DUDEH�G
XQ�RXYUDJH�SHUVDQ�LQWLWXOp�+p]kU�DIVkQD��0LOOH�FRQWHV���,O�V
DJLUDLW�GRQF�G
XQH�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�OLYUHVTXH��&HV�FRQWHV�SURYLHQGUDLHQW
HVVHQWLHOOHPHQW�GH�WURLV�JUDQGV�IRQGV�SULQFLSDX[��XQH�VRXUFH�LQGR�SHUVDQH�j�FRORUDWLRQ�KHOOpQLVWLTXH�VH�VLWXDQW�HQWUH�OHV�,,,H�HW�9,,HɾVLqFOHV��XQ�IRQGV�DUDEH
GDWDQW�GH�OD�SpULRGH�GX�SRXYRLU�GHV�FDOLIHV�GH�%DJGDG�HQWUH�OHV�,;H�HW�;,HɾVLqFOHV�HW��HQILQ��XQ�IRQGV�SRSXODLUH�pJ\SWLHQ�GDWDQW�GHV�;,,H�HW�;,,,HɾVLqFOHV�TXL�RQW
FRQWLQXp�j� VH� WUDQVIRUPHU��SDU� VXSSUHVVLRQV�RX�DGMRQFWLRQV�FRQWLQXHV�� MXVTX
DX�;9,HɾVLqFOH��PDLV�Q¶RQW� MDPDLV� IDLW�SDUWLH�GH� O¶KRUL]RQ�RIILFLHO�GHV� OHWWUHV
DUDEHV ��&HSHQGDQW��DXFXQH�SUHXYH�PDWpULHOOH�GX�+p]kU�DIVkQD�SHUPHWWDQW�G
DIILUPHU�XQH�SRWHQWLHOOH�RULJLQH�SHUVDQH�Q
D�pWp�WURXYpH ��'H�SOXV�OHV�VFqQHV
GX�UHFXHLO�RQW�PDMRULWDLUHPHQW�OLHX�DX[�FRXUV�GH�%DJGDG�RX�GX�&DLUH��YLOOHV�IRQGpHV�SDU�OHV�$UDEHV��VXU�OHV�ERUGV�GX�7LJUH��GH�O
(XSKUDWH�RX�GX�1LO�HW�OHV
SHUVRQQDJHV�VRQW�SUHVTXH�H[FOXVLYHPHQW�PXVXOPDQV��/H�GRPDLQH�IDQWDVWLTXH�GRQW�LO�HVW�TXHVWLRQ�HVW�FHOXL�GH�OD�P\WKRORJLH�DUDEH�HW�OH�FRQWH[WH�KLVWRULTXH
HVW� WUqV� VRXYHQW� FHOXL� GX� FDOLIDW� DEEDVVLGH��%LHQ� V�U�� SOXVLHXUV� FRQWHV� RQW� GHV� RULJLQHV� SHUVDQHV�� ELHQ� TXH� O
RQ� LJQRUH� FRPPHQW� LOV� VRQW� HQWUpV� GDQV� OD
FROOHFWLRQ ɾ��FHV�KLVWRLUHV�LQFOXHQW�OH�F\FOH�GX�©ɾ5RL�-DOL
DG�HW�VHV�:D]LU�6KLPDVɾª�HW�©ɾ/HV�'L[�:D]LUV�RX�O
KLVWRLUH�GX�URL�$]DGEDNKW�HW�GH�VRQ�ILOVɾª��GpULYp
GX�%DNKWL\ŅUQŅPD�SHUVDQ�GX�9,,HɾVLqFOH� �

/H� SOXV� DQFLHQ�PDQXVFULW� FRQQX� HVW� XQ� IUDJPHQW� GX� ,;Hɾ VLqFOH� SXEOLp� SDU� O
XQLYHUVLWDLUH� DPpULFDLQH� 1DELD�$EERWW �� ,O� H[LVWH� HQFRUH� XQ�PDQXVFULW� GX
;,9HɾVLqFOH�FRQVHUYp�j�7�ELQJHQ��G
XQH�KLVWRLUH�GLYLVpH�HQ�QXLWV��DO�6�O�HW�DO�6KXP�O��/H�PDQXVFULW�XWLOLVp�SDU�*DOODQG�GDQV�VD�WUDGXFWLRQ�������������GDWH
GX�;9HɾVLqFOH��,O�HVW�HQ�WURLV�YROXPHV�HW�OXL�IXW�HQYR\p�G
$OHS��,O�HVW�DFWXHOOHPHQW�FRQVHUYp�j�OD�%LEOLRWKqTXH�QDWLRQDOH�GH�)UDQFH�²�PV�DU�������j�������/HV
WUDYDX[�G
(PPDQXHO�&RVTXLQ�PRQWUHQW� TXH� OH� UpFLW�FDGUH� GHV�1XLWV�� F
HVW�j�GLUH� O
KLVWRLUH� GX� URL� DYHF� 6KpKpUD]DGH�� TXL� HVW� LFL� XQ� GLVSRVLWLI� OLWWpUDLUH�
SRVVqGH�XQH�RULJLQH�LQGLHQQH��FRPPH�G
DLOOHXUV�GH�QRPEUHX[�DXWUHV�FRQWHV�GX�UHFXHLO��,O�H[LVWH�SOXVLHXUV�PDQXVFULWV�GH�UpIpUHQFH�SRXU�WRXWHV�OHV�pGLWLRQV
DFWXHOOHV��GRQW�FHOXL�GH�%źOŅT��/H�&DLUH���������UpYLVp�HQ������HW�������RX�OHV�PDQXVFULWV�GH�OD�EUDQFKH�V\ULHQQH��TXL�DYDLHQW�VHUYL�GH�EDVH�j�*DOODQG��/HV
WUDGXFWLRQV�DFWXHOOHV�VRQW�SDUIRLV�LVVXHV�GH�UHFRPSRVLWLRQV�GH�SOXVLHXUV�PDQXVFULWV��,O�HVW�GRQF�GLIILFLOH�G
LGHQWLILHU�XQ�UHFXHLO�©ɾSXUɾª�HW�RQ�SHXW�PrPH�VH
GHPDQGHU�VL�FHOD�D�XQ�VHQV��3OXVLHXUV�pGLWHXUV�H[FOXHQW�GHV�1XLWV�GHV�FRQWHV�FpOqEUHV�PDLV�FRQVLGpUpV�FRPPH�GHV�DMRXWV�SRVWpULHXUV�DX�QR\DX�RULJLQHO�

6RPPDLUH

/HV�RULJLQHV�GX�UHFXHLO���P\VWqUH�FRPSOLTXp
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&RQWH
&RQWH�RULHQWDO
&KLULQH�(O�$QVDU\��1DFHU�.KpPLU�HW�-LKDG�'DUZLFKH��FRQWHXUV�VSpFLDOLVWHV�GX�FRQWH�RULHQWDO�HW�GHV
0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV
/LVWH�GHV�SHUVRQQDJHV�GHV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV

1RWLFHV�G
DXWRULWp¬�� )LFKLHU�G·DXWRULWp�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�YLUWXHO��KWWS���YLDI�RUJ�YLDI�����������¬Ã
*HPHLQVDPH�1RUPGDWHL��KWWS���G�QE�LQIR�JQG�����������¬Ã
%LEOLRWKqTXH�QDWLRQDOH�G·,VUDsO��KWWS���XOL�QOL�RUJ�LO�)�"IXQF ÀQG�E	ORFDOBEDVH 1/;��	ÀQGBFRGH 8,'	UHTXHVW �������������������¬Ã
%LEOLRWKqTXH�QDWLRQDOH�WFKqTXH��KWWS���DXW�QNS�F]�XQQ�����������
$QDO\VH�GHV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV��KWWS���SDJHV�LQÀQLW�QHW�YGHPHUV�QXLWV�KWPO��SDU�9LQFHQW�'HPHUV
/HV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV�VXU�*RRJOH�%RRNV��WUDGXFWLRQ�IUDQoDLVH�SDU�*DOODQG��KWWSV���ERRNV�JRRJOH�IU�ERRNV"LG Z+(%$$$$0$$-	SULQWVHF IURQWFRYHU
	GT OHV�PLOOH�HW�XQH�QXLWV�

���$ERXEDNU�&KUDwEL��/HV�PLOOH�HW�XQH�QXLWV�HQ�SDUWDJH��6LQGEDG�������
S�¬����

����HQ��'ZLJKW�)��5H\QROGV��$UDELF�OLWHUDWXUH�LQ�WKH�SRVW�FODVVLFDO�SHULRG�
5RJHU�$OOHQ��'��6��5LFKDUGV�����������¬S���,6%1¬�������������������
S�¬���

����HQ��(YD�6DOOLV��6FKHKHUD]DGH�7KURXJK�WKH�/RRNLQJ�*ODVV¬��7KH
0HWDPRUSKRVLV�RI�WKH�7KRXVDQG�DQG�2QH�1LJKWV��5RXWOHGJH������

����HQ��5REHUW�,UZLQ��7KH�$UDELDQ�1LJKWV¬��$�&RPSDQLRQ��������S�¬��
����HQ��1DELD�$EERWW���������©¬$�1LQWK�&HQWXU\�)UDJPHQW�RI�WKH�
7KRXVDQG
1LJKWV
��1HZ�/LJKWV�RQ�WKH�(DUO\�+LVWRU\�RI�WKH�$UDELDQ�1LJKWV¬ª��LQ�
-RXUQDO�RI�1HDU�(DVWHUQ�6WXGLHV��������²���¬��YRLU�DXVVL�7KH�$UDELDQ
1LJKWV�5HDGHU��pGLWLRQ�G
8OULFK�0DU]ROSK��'HWURLW��:D\QH�6WDWH
8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��������S�¬��²���

���+LEEDUG�������S�¬����
���/
$UW�GX�OLYUH�DUDEH��>FDW��H[S��3DULV��%LEOLRWKqTXH�QDWLRQDOH�GH�)UDQFH�
���������@��3DULV¬��%1)��������S�¬���¬��©¬/H�WH[WH��WUDQVPLV�RUDOHPHQW�
HVW�j�OD�IRLV�GLVFUpGLWp�SDU�VRQ�RULJLQH�pWUDQJqUH�HW�SDU�O
DEVHQFH�G
XQ
WUDYDLO�VXU�OD�ODQJXH�HW�OH�VW\OH¬ª

���/
pWUDQJH�HW�OH�PHUYHLOOHX[�HQ�WHUUHV�G
,VODP�>FDW��H[S��3DULV��PXVpH�GX
/RXYUH������@��3DULV¬��pGLWLRQV�GH�OD�UpXQLRQ�GHV�PXVpHV�QDWLRQDX[�
������S�¬�����

���QRWLFH�%1)��KWWS���FDWDORJXH�EQI�IU�VHUYOHW�ELEOLR"LG1RHXG �	,' ������
��	61� �	61� �	KRVW FDWDORJXH��

����/��'DDwI�	�0��6LURQYDO��©¬0DUJHV�HW�HVSDFHV�EODQFV�GDQV�OH�PDQXVFULW
DUDEH�GH�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV�G
$QWRLQH�*DOODQG¬ª�LQ�/HV�QRQ�GLWV�GX�QRP�
2QRPDVWLTXH�HW�GRFXPHQWV�DUDEHV�HQ�WHUUHV�G
,VODP��&K��0�OOHU�	�0�
5RLODQG�5RXDEDK��GLU����,)32��'DPDV��������S�¬��������
ZZZ�DFDGHPLD�HGX��KWWSV���ZZZ�DFDGHPLD�HGX���������0DUJHVBHWBHV
SDFHVBEODQFVBGDQVBOHBPDQXVFULWBDUDEHBGHVB0LOOHBHWB8QHB1XLWVBGB$
QWRLQHB*DOODQG��

����-DFTXHV�)LQQp��'HV�P\VWLÀFDWLRQV�OLWWpUDLUHV��-RVp�&RUWL��������S�¬����
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Livres numériques 
 
Les Mille et Une Nuits dans  la traduction d’Antoine Galland sur Gallica 
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k5564679j 
 
Les Mille et Une Nuits dans la traduction de Mardrus sur Internet Archive 
http://archive.org/details/LeLivreDesMillesEtUneNuits1 
 
Dossiers 
 
Analyse des Mille et Une Nuits (historique, thèmes, principaux personnages…) par Vincent Demers 
http://pages.infinit.net/vdemers/nuits.html 
 
Dossier de synthèse de la librairie Ombres blanches sur l’histoire des traductions française des 1001 
Nuits et leurs influences dans le domaine des arts et même des mathématiques… 
< http://www.ombres-blanches.fr/dossiers-bibliographiques/themes/litterature-poesie-theatre/litterature-
traduite/les-mille-et-une-nuits.html> 
 
Conférences  
 
Conférence du 5 juin 2006 d’André Miquel du Collège de France 
< http://www.college-de-france.fr/site/conference-
aubervilliers/conference_du_5_juin_2006_andr.htm#|p=../conference-
aubervilliers/conference_du_5_juin_2006_andr.htm|> 
 
Conférence de A. Chraibi, traducteur : « En dire plus ou en dire moins : traduite les Mille et Une 
Nuits », Archives audiovisuelles de la recherche 
< http://semioweb.msh-paris.fr/corpus/alia/FR/_video.asp?id=1670&ress=5259&video=8416&format=93> 



https://www.guichetdusavoir.org/question/voir/51451
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/H�SHUVRQQDJH�GH�6KpKpUD]DGH��ELHQ�ORLQ�G·DYRLU�DWWHQGX�OD�WUDGXFWLRQ�G·$QWRLQH�*DOODQG�RX�GH�5LFKDUG�)UDQFLV�%XUWRQ�SRXU�H[LVWHU��HVW�XQH�ILJXUH
GRQW�OD�SUHPLqUH�PHQWLRQ�pFULWH�FRQQXH�UHPRQWHUDLW�j�O·DQ������'H�QRPEUHXVHV�UHFKHUFKHV�IRQW�UHPRQWHU�VD�WUDFH�MXVTX·DX�,,,H�VLqFOH���HOOH�DXUDLW
XQH�RULJLQH�LQGLHQQH��PrPH�VL�VRQ�QRP�HVW�G·RULJLQH�SHUVDQH��F·HVW�HQ�3HUVH�TXH�OH�SUHPLHU�UHFXHLO�pFULW�GHV�FRQWHV��OH�+H]DU�(IVDQH��DXUDLW�pWp�UpGLJp����

,O�\�D�HX�SOXVLHXUV�WUDGXFWLRQV�GX�+H]DU�(IVDQH��HW�GRQF�SOXVLHXUV�YHUVLRQV�GHV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV���RQ�D�UHWURXYp�GLYHUV
PDQXVFULWV�GRQW�OHV�QXPpURV�GHV�QXLWV�QH�FRQFRUGHQW�SDV��&HSHQGDQW�FHV�PDQXVFULWV�RQW�SHUPLV�G·LGHQWLILHU�SOXVLHXUV�FRQWHV
UpFXUUHQWV�GDQV�WRXV�FHV�PDQXVFULWV��GRQW�O·KLVWRLUH�GH�6KDKUk]kG�HW�6KkUL\kU��TXL�VRQW�OHV�SOXV�DQFLHQV��G·RULJLQH�LQGLHQQH��
/H�+H]DU�(IVDQH�Q·pWDLW�SDV�FRPSOHW�ORUVTX·LO�DWWHLJQLW�OH�PRQGH�DUDEH���LO�\�PDQTXDLW�GHV�QXLWV��/H�YROXPH�IXW�GRQF�DXJPHQWp
GDQV�OH�EXW�G·DWWHLQGUH�OH�FRQWH�H[DFW�GH������QXLWV��
&HV�DMRXWV�HXUHQW�VXUWRXW�OLHX�VRXV�OH�FDOLIDW�$EEDVVLGH��GH�����j��������R��DSSDUDLVVHQW�OHV�SHUVRQQDJHV�GH�-D·IDU�HW�GX
&DOLIH�+DURXQ�$U�5DFKLG��TXL�D�UpHOOHPHQW�H[LVWp���LO�IXW�OH�FLQTXLqPH�GH�O·qUH�$EEDVVLGH����HW�VRXV�O·qUH�)DWLPLGH������j������
R��O·RQ�LQWURGXLW�EHDXFRXS�G·pOpPHQWV�HPSUXQWpV�DX�PHUYHLOOHX[�HW�j�OD�P\WKRORJLH��
/D�IRUPH�VWDEOH�HW�GpILQLWLYH�GHV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV��OH�$OI�OD\ODK�ZD�OD\ODK��DSSDUDvW�DX�;,,,qPH�RX�;9,qPH�VLqFOH��VRLW�SOXV�GH
���VLqFOHV�DSUqV�O·DSSDULWLRQ�GHV�SUHPLHUV�FRQWHV���

/·KLVWRLUH�GHV�0LOOH�HW�XQH�1XLWV�VH�SRXUVXLW�DYHF�OD�SUHPLqUH�WUDGXFWLRQ�HXURSpHQQH�GX�UHFXHLO�HQ�������SDU�OH�IUDQoDLV
$QWRLQH�*DOODQG��,O�DGDSWD�JUDQGHPHQW�OH�WH[WH�RULJLQDO�DX[�P±XUV�GH�VRQ�VLqFOH��HQ�\�RPHWWDQW�OHV�pOpPHQWV�WULYLDX[�GH
O·±XYUH�LQLWLDOH��HW�HQ�\�DMRXWDQW�OD�JDODQWHULH�HXURSpHQQH���
&HSHQGDQW��PDOJUp�FHV�DGDSWDWLRQV��VRQ�±XYUH�IXW�OD�SUHPLqUH�R��OH�PRQGH�RULHQWDO�pWDLW�GpSHLQW�DX[�OHFWHXUV�GX�SRLQW�GH�YXH
GHV�$UDEHV�HX[�PrPHV��HW�QRQ�GX�SRLQW�GH�YXH�G·pWUDQJHUV��&URLVpV��PDUFKDQGV��SqOHULQV��PRLQHV«���&H�IXW�XQH�GHV�UDLVRQV
GH�VRQ�VXFFqV��
2Q�SHXW�FRQVLGpUHU�TXH�O·DUULYpH�GH�FHV�FRQWHV�HQ�(XURSH�IXW�O·pOpPHQW�GpFOHQFKHXU�GH�OD�PRGH�GH�O·2ULHQWDOLVPH��JUkFH�j
O·HQJRXHPHQW�HW�j�OD�IDVFLQDWLRQ�TX·LOV�SURYRTXqUHQW�SRXU�FHWWH�SDUWLH�GH�PRQGH�MXVTX·DORUV�DVVH]�P\VWpULHXVH�
(QILQ��OHV�HQIDQWV�DLPDQW�OHV�KLVWRLUHV�PHUYHLOOHXVHV��/HV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV�IXUHQW�UDSLGHPHQW�DGDSWpHV�j�OHXU�GHVWLQDWLRQ��

6RXUFH � /D OpJHQGH GHV PLOOH HW XQH QXLWV RIILFH GX WRXULVPH GH &DPEUDL
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6RXUFH���/D�OpJHQGH�GHV�PLOOH�HW�XQH�QXLWV��RIILFH�GX�WRXULVPH�GH�&DPEUDL�

2ULJLQHV�HW�pYROXWLRQ�GHV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV�

'H�QRPEUHXVHV�UHFKHUFKHV�RQW�pWp�IDLWHV�SRXU�GpWHUPLQHU�O·RULJLQH�H[DFWH�GHV�FRQWHV��&HWWH�FRPSOH[LWp�V·H[SOLTXH�SDU�OH�IDLW
TXH�OHV�RXYUDJHV�pFULWV�HQ�DUDEH��OHV�PDQXVFULWV��Q·RQW�pWp�UHWURXYpV�TXH�SDUWLHOOHPHQW�HW�TX·LOV�RQW�HX[�PrPHV�GLYHUVHV
VRXUFHV��7RXWHIRLV��XQ�pFULW�DUDEH�DQFLHQ��OH�.LWDE�DO�)LKULVW�UpGLJp�HQ�O·DQ������UHODWH�O·H[LVWHQFH�G·XQ�YROXPH�SHUVDQ�UDFRQWDQW
O·KLVWRLUH�GH�6KDKUk]kG�HW�LQWLWXOp�OH�+H]DU�(IVDQH��/HV�0LOOHV�&RQWHV��GRQW�QXOOH�WUDFH�Q·H[LVWH��'H�SOXV��OHV�QRPV�GH
6KDKUk]kG��6KpKpUD]DGH�HQ�IUDQoDLV��HW�6KkKUL\kU��OH�URL�TXL�D�pSRXVp�6KDKUk]kG�HW�TXL�OD�PHQDFH�GH�PRUW��VRQW�GHV�QRPV
SHUVDQV��2Q�UHWURXYH�G·DLOOHXUV�GDQV�FHV�QRPV�OH�SUpIL[H�©6KDKª�TXL�VLJQLILH�5RL��0DLV�G·DXWUHV�pOpPHQWV�WpPRLJQHQW�SDU
DLOOHXUV�G·XQH�RULJLQH�LQGLHQQH�UHPRQWDQW�DXVVL�ORLQ�TX·DX�,,,H�VLqFOH��$LQVL��OHV�PpWDPRUSKRVHV�HQ�DQLPDX[��OHV�JpQLHV�GHPL�
GLHX[�IDLVDQW�UpIpUHQFH�DX�SRO\WKpLVPH�KLQGRX�HW�OH�IDLW�GH�UHWDUGHU�OD�PRUW�HQ�FRQWDQW�GHV�IDEOHV�VHUDLHQW�GHV�pOpPHQWV
W\SLTXHPHQW�LQGLHQV�TXH�O·RQ�UHWURXYH�GDQV�G·DXWUHV�RXYUDJHV�KLQGRXV�FRPPH�©OH�3DQFDWDQWUD�>HW�OH@�+LWRSDGHoDª�
/·K\SRWKqVH�YHXW�GRQF�TXH�OHV�FRQWHV�VHUDLHQW�QpV�HQ�,QGH�HW�TXH��SDU�YRLH�RUDOH��LOV�DXUDLHQW�DWWHLQW�OD�3HUVH�R��XQ�SUHPLHU
UHFXHLO��OH�+H]DU�(IVDQH�DXUDLW�pWp�pFULW��&H�UHFXHLO�SULPLWLI��GH�PrPH�TXH�OHV�FRQWHV�RUDX[��VH�VHUDLHQW�HQVXLWH�SURSDJpV�GDQV
OH�PRQGH�DUDEH�JUkFH��HQWUH�DXWUHV��DX[�PDUFKDQGV�DYLGHV�GH�UpFLWV�SRXU�EULVHU�OD�PRQRWRQLH�GH�OHXUV�YR\DJHV��/HV�FRQWHXUV
DUDEHV��DXWRXU�GX�9,,,H�VLqFOH��DXUDLHQW�SDU�OD�VXLWH�WUDGXLW�OH�+H]DU�(IVDQH�HW�UpSDQGX�FHV�KLVWRLUHV�HQ�OHV�PRGLILDQW�HW�HQ�OHV
DGDSWDQW�VHORQ�OHXU�FXOWXUH��OHXU�UHOLJLRQ�HW�OHXU�ODQJXH�WRXW�HQ�FRQVHUYDQW�SOXVLHXUV�pOpPHQWV�RULJLQDX[��,OV�DXUDLHQW�GRQF
DUDELVp�OHV�FRQWHV�HQ�UHPSODoDQW�OHV�QRPV�HW�OHV�OLHX[�LQGLHQV�HW�SHUVDQV��VDXI�H[FHSWLRQV���SDU�XQ�GpFRU�DUDEH�HW�XQ�©YHUQLV
LVODPLTXHª��,OV�DXUDLHQW�GH�SOXV�DMRXWp�ERQ�QRPEUH�GH�FRQWHV��FHX[�FL�W\SLTXHPHQW�DUDEHV��DYHF�GH�JUDQGHV�pORJHV�DX
3URSKqWH��3DUPL�OHV�pOpPHQWV�DUDEHV�SUpVHQWV�GDQV�OH�UHFXHLO��RQ�GpQRWH�DXVVL�OD�FRKDELWDWLRQ�GHV�0XVXOPDQV�DYHF�OHV
&KUpWLHQV�HW�OHV�-XLIV��OHV�FRQIURQWDWLRQV�DYHF�OHV�%\]DQWLQV�HW�OHV�)UDQFV�DX�WHPSV�GHV�&URLVDGHV��OHV�YLOOHV�DUDEHV�R��VH
GpURXOH�SULQFLSDOHPHQW�O·KLVWRLUH��%DJGDG��/H�&DLUH��%DVVRUD��'DPDV���OHV�VRXNV�HW�OH�PDUFKDQGDJH��HW�OHV�UpIpUHQFHV�j�GHV
SHUVRQQDJHV�DUDEHV�FRQQXV��SRqWHV�FpOqEUHV��FDOLIHV��VDYDQWV���&HUWDLQV�FRQWHV�GpQRQFHQW�DXVVL�O·DGRUDWLRQ�GX�IHX
�=RURDVWULVPH��FRQGDPQpH�j�O·pSRTXH�SDU�O·,VODP��&H�VRQW�GRQF�Oj�OHV�WURLV�SULQFLSDOHV�RULJLQHV�GHV�1XLWV���G·DERUG�LQGLHQQH�
HQVXLWH�SHUVH�HW�ILQDOHPHQW�DUDEH��
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/HV�FRQWHV�GHV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV�
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RULJLQH�LQGLHQQH��WUDQVPLV�SDU�OD�3HUVH�HW�UHFXHLOOLV�SDU�OHV�$UDEHV��,VVXV�GH�OD�WUDGLWLRQ�SRSXODLUH�RUDOH�
LOV�RQW�pWp�VDQV�FHVVH�UHSULV��WUDQVIRUPpV��HQULFKLV�GH�QRXYHDX[�UpFLWV�DX�ILO�GHV�VLqFOHV�SRXU�GRQQHU�/HV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV�
/·2FFLGHQW�V·HQ�HVW�VDLVL�HW�DXMRXUG·KXL��WUDGXLWV�GDQV�SUHVTXH�WRXWHV�OHV�ODQJXHV��FHV�FRQWHV�IRQW�TXDVLPHQW�SDUWLH�GX
SDWULPRLQH�XQLYHUVHO��

0HQWLRQQpV�SRXU�OD�SUHPLqUH�IRLV�GDQV�OHV��3UDLULHV�G·RU��G·DO�0DV¶�Gv��������OHV�FRQWHV�VRQW�FLWpV�SDUPL�OHV�WUDGXFWLRQV�HQ
DUDEH�G·RXYUDJHV�LQGLHQV��SHUVDQV�HW�E\]DQWLQV��/HXU�WUDGXFWLRQ�GDWHUDLW�GH�OD�PrPH�pSRTXH�TXH�FHOOH�GHV�IDEOHV�GH��%LGSDw�
HW�GHV�HQULFKLVVHPHQWV�VXFFHVVLIV�DXUDLHQW�pWp�UpDOLVpV�DXWRXU�GX�,;H�VLqFOH�j�%DJGDG�HW�HQ�eJ\SWH�DX[�;H�HW�;,H�VLqFOHV��/HV
QRXYHDX[�UpFLWV�DGRSWHQW�O·DUJXPHQW�TXL�VHUW�GH�SURORJXH�j�FKDTXH�FRQWH���OH�VXOWDQ�6KDKUL\DU��GpVHVSpUp�SDU�O·LQILGpOLWp
IpPLQLQH��GpFLGH�TXH�WRXWH�QRXYHOOH�FRQTXrWH�VHUD�H[pFXWpH�j�OD�ILQ�GH�OD�QXLW�SDVVpH�DYHF�OXL��/D�SULQFHVVH�6KpKpUD]DGH�
SDU�VRQ�DUW�GH�UDFRQWHU�GHV�KLVWRLUHV�H[WUDRUGLQDLUHV��GpWRXUQH�OH�VXOWDQ�GH�VRQ�IXQHVWH�SURMHW�HW�PDLQWLHQW�VRQ�LQWpUrW��QXLW
DSUqV�QXLW��

­�O·pSRTXH�GH�O·DSRJpH�GH�%DJGDG�HVW�LQWpJUp�XQ�HQVHPEOH�GH�UpFLWV�SOXV�UpDOLVWHV��PHWWDQW�HQ�VFqQH�OD�YLH�GHV�SDODLV�HW�VHV
LQWULJXHV��O·DFWLYLWp�GH�OD�YLOOH�DYHF�VHV�PDUFKpV��VHV�SRUWV��VHV�OLHX[�PDO�IDPpV���OHV�DYHQWXUHV�LPDJLQpHV�VRQW�SURFKHV�GH
FHOOHV�YpFXHV�SDU�OHV�SULQFHV�HW�O·pOLWH��'HV�SHUVRQQDOLWpV�UpHOOHV�DSSDUDLVVHQW���GHV�FDOLIHV��+DU�Q�DO�5DVKLG��DO�0D·P�Q���GHV
YL]LUV��GHV�SRqWHV�UHQRPPpV��
'·DXWUHV�DMRXWV�RQW�pWp�RSpUpV�VRXV�OHV�FDOLIHV�IDWLPLGHV�GX�&DLUH�HW�IRQW�YLYUH�GHV�SHUVRQQDJHV�SLWWRUHVTXHV��PDUFKDQGV�
DUWLVDQV��EDWHOHXUV��FRTXLQV�GH�WRXWHV�VRUWHV��G·LQVSLUDWLRQ�SRSXODLUH��

6RXUFH���%Q)�
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©(W�O·DXEH�FKDVVDQW�OD�QXLW��6KDKUk]kG�GXW�LQWHUURPSUH�VRQ�UpFLW�ª�&·HVW�SDU�VHV�FRQWHV�MDPDLV�WHUPLQpV�j�O·DXEH�TXH
6KpKpUD]DGH�UpXVVLW�j�VH�PDLQWHQLU�HQ�YLH�IDFH�DX�URL�6KkKUL\kU�TXL�OD�PHQDFH�GH�PRUW��&HOXL�FL��WURPSp�SDU�VD�SUHPLqUH
IHPPH�TXL�DYDLW�IRUQLTXp�DYHF�XQ�HVFODYH�QRLU�GXUDQW�VRQ�DEVHQFH��V·HVW�MXUp�G·pSRXVHU�XQH�YLHUJH�FKDTXH�VRLU��GH�OD�GpIORUHU
HW�GH�OD�WXHU�DX�PDWLQ��6KpKpUD]DGH�GHPDQGH�DORUV�j�VRQ�SqUH��OH�YL]LU��GH�OXL�ODLVVHU�pSRXVHU�OH�URL��(OOH�SULH�HQVXLWH�VD�V±XU
�RX�VRQ�LQWHQGDQWH�VHORQ�GLIIpUHQWHV�YHUVLRQV���'XQ\k]kG��GH�OXL�GHPDQGHU�GH�UDFRQWHU�XQH�KLVWRLUH�HQ�SUpVHQFH�GX�URL�
6KpKpUD]DGH��QH�WHUPLQDQW�MDPDLV�VHV�UpFLWV�DYDQW�OH�OHYHU�GX�MRXU��UpXVVLW�GRQF��SDU�OD�UXVH��j�pYLWHU�O·KRPLFLGH��RX�GHYUDLW�RQ
GLUH�OH�©IpPLQLFLGHª«��GX�URL�JUkFH�j�OD�FXULRVLWp�GH�FH�GHUQLHU��GpVLUHX[�GH�FRQQDvWUH�OD�ILQ�GHV�FRQWHV��$X�ERXW�GH�PLOOH�HW
XQH�QXLWV��LO�OD�JUDFLH�DSUqV�TX·HOOH�OXL�HXW�GRQQp�XQ�ILOV��RX�WURLV�VHORQ�OHV�YHUVLRQV���
&H�FDGUH�HPERvWH�WRXV�OHV�DXWUHV�FRQWHV��GH�QXLW�HQ�QXLW��0DLV�6KkKUL\kU�HW�'XQ\k]kG�V·HIIDFHQW�UDSLGHPHQW�DX�SRLQW�TXH�VHXO
OH�QRP�GH�6KpKpUD]DGH�HVW�PHQWLRQQp�ORUV�GHV�FKDQJHPHQWV�GH�QXLWV��/·KLVWRLUH�GH�6KpKpUD]DGH��TXL�FRQVWLWXH�OH�FRQWH[WH
QDUUDWLI��SHUPHW�DLQVL�GH�MX[WDSRVHU�GHV�FRQWHV�TXL�Q·RQW�DXFXQ�OLHQ�HQWUH�HX[�HW�TXL�RQW�JURVVL�OH�FRQWHQX�GHV�1XLWV�GH�VLqFOH
HQ�VLqFOH��/D�SDUWLFXODULWp�GHV�1XLWV�UHSRVH�GDQV�OH�IDLW�TXH�VHV�FRQWHV�VRQW�VRXV�XQH�IRUPH�GLWH�HQFKkVVpH�RX�HQ�WLURLU��(Q
HIIHW��OH�OHFWHXU�UHQFRQWUH�G·DERUG�XQ�QDUUDWHXU�TXL�UHODWH�OH�FDGUH�OLPLQDLUH��O·KLVWRLUH�GH�6KpKpUD]DGH��&HOOH�FL�UDFRQWH�HQVXLWH
DX�URL�XQ�FRQWH��SDU�H[HPSOH�OH�&RQWH�GX�WDLOOHXU��GX�ERVVX��GX�-XLI��GH�O·,QWHQGDQW�HW�GX�&KUpWLHQ��'DQV�FH�FRQWH��R��OH�ERVVX
HVW�DX�FHQWUH��HOOH�UDFRQWH�XQH�j�XQH�OHV�KLVWRLUHV�GX�FRXUWLHU�FKUpWLHQ��GH�O·LQWHQGDQW�PXVXOPDQ��GX�PpGHFLQ�MXLI�HW�GX�WDLOOHXU�
&H�GHUQLHU�UDFRQWH�j�VRQ�WRXU�O·KLVWRLUH�G·XQ�EDUELHU��/H�EDUELHU��TXDQW�j�OXL��UDFRQWH�FHOOH�GH�FKDFXQ�GH�VHV�VL[�IUqUHV��&HWWH
PpWKRGH�SHUPHW�GRQF�j�6KpKpUD]DGH�G·pWHUQLVHU�OH�UpFLW�HW�G·pORLJQHU�O·KHXUH�IDWDOH��&HOD�DMRXWH�DXVVL�j�OD�GLYHUVLWp�GH
O·±XYUH�SXLVTXH�FKDTXH�QRXYHDX�FRQWH�Q·HVW�SDV�QpFHVVDLUHPHQW�HQ�OLHQ�DYHF�OH�FRQWH�SUpFpGHQW�HW�TXH�PrPH�OH�JHQUH�GX
FRQWH�SHXW�DORUV�VH�PRGLILHU��

6RXUFH���/HV�0LOOH�HW�8QH�1XLWV���DQDO\VH�GHV�FRQWHV�SDU�9LQFHQW�'HPHUV�

6RXUFH���2ULHQW�;;,�
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Before the outset of the colonial enterprise and the series of 
paintings and expositions that ensued, a certain touch of the Exotic 
(though it is very difficult to use the word in one particular sense) had 
already been present in certain works of art; works that played a 
considerable role in setting the tone of Exoticism in its Oriental forms. 
It is the illustrations of the early editions of The Arabian Nights. The 
aim is not to elaborate on the impact of this book and its different 
translations on European readers and their imaginary representation of 
the Orient but rather to focus on the far-reaching effects of the 
illustrations that it included as visual components of the different 
translations.  

In fact, when we endeavor to investigate on the  role of early 
illustrators in shaping the first visual forms of Exoticism,  we a re 
more dealing  with  the  field of  cultural  representation  in  one  of  
its  early visual forms.  The  art  of  illustration  claimed  to  be the 
only  visual  form  of  entertainment  that could go with the text.  
Comic  strips,  BDs,  illustrated  newspapers,  and graphic novels were 
not yet invented when illustrators were engraving and illuminating 
books  since  the  invention  of printing itself and even before. 
Painting was the lot of artists and artistic appreciation; theatre was  
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the lot of theatre-goers. And in the absence of television, cinema, and 
a strong visual media, the written book had to offer something more 
exciting and more tantalizing beside the bare typographical characters 
in order to ensure to this medium a more entertaining form.  
 

The tales of the Arabian Nights were most probably conceived 
and gathered over a long period of time before being first written in 
Arabic manuscript collections in the 14th and 15th centuries. They were 
first translated into French by Antoine Galland in 1704 and from 
thence into English and some other languages. When the first 
translated editions of The Arabian Nights emerged, illustrators had 
already learnt how to excel in vesting the different tales with highly 
artistic works of art. But the golden age of illustrations was yet to 
come. The amount of illustrations that accompanied the early editions 
of The Arabian Nights and the particularity that this mode of visual 
representation acquired in the context of European readership for an 
Oriental lore atone for the importance that we have assigned to these 
particular illustrations and to their role in inoculating the first pictorial 
forms of an exotic Orient and its first images, in the literal sense of the 
ZRUG� µLPDJH�¶� ,W� LV� XQGRXEWHGO\� IRU� WKLV� UHDVRQ� WKDW� ERWK� 9LQFHQW�
Demers and Nikita Elisséeff consider the arrival of the Nights in 
)UDQFH� DV� SDUWO\� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� µWKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� 2ULHQWDOLVP� LQ�
Europe, and the craze that it created for this rather mysterious part of 
WKH�ZRUOG�¶1 

                                                 
1 Vincent Demers, « Les Mille et Une Nuits. Analyse des contes » (Avril 2000, 
Québec) http://pages.infinit.net/vdemers/nuits.html#_ftnref20 (March 2010) 

Vincent Demers

Vincent Demers
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VRQ� OLW�ɾ ª� 'HQLV� .2+/(5�� 8O\VVH�� ,Qɾ �� 3�� %581(/� �RUJ��� 'LFWLRQQDLUH� GHV
P\WKHV�OLWWpUDLUHV��eGLWLRQV�GX�5RFKHU��������S�������

����/H�ODWLQ�FROOLJHUH�HVW�OXL�PrPH�FRQVWLWXp�GX�YHUEH�ODWLQ�OHJHUH��FXHLOOLU�
OLUH�� HW� GX� SUpIL[H� FXP� �DYHF��� FR��� DYHF� OH� VHQV� JpQpUDO� GH� UDVVHPEOHU�
UpXQLU�� &H� VHQV� JpQpUDO� D� GLVSDUX� SRXU� QH� JDUGHU� TXH� OH� VHQV� IUDQoDLV� GH
©ɾUpFROWHUɾª�

���� /HV� PLOOH� HW� XQH� QXLWV�� eGLWLRQ� GH� -DPHO� (GGLQH� %(1&+(,.� HW� $QGUp
0,48(/�� DYHF� OD� FROODER� GH� 7RXKDPL� %(1&+(,.+�� 3DULV�� *DOOLPDUG�� ������ �
YRO��� /HV� PLOOH� HW� XQH� QXLWV�� 'DPHV� LQVLJQHV� HW� VHUYLWHXUV� JDODQWV�� WH[WH
pWDEOL�VXU�OHV�PDQXVFULWV�RULJLQDX[�SDU�5HQp�5��.+$:$0��3DULV��(G��3KpEXV�
����ɾ��/HV�PLOOH�HW�XQH�QXLWV��&RQWHV�DUDEHV��WUDGXFWLRQ�G¶$QWRLQH�*$//$1'�
LQWURGXFWLRQ�SDU�-HDQ�*$8/0,(5��3DULV��*)�)ODPPDULRQ�������

����/H�QRP�GX�SHUVRQQDJH�V¶pFULW�6KDKUk]kGH�GDQV�O¶pGLWLRQ�GH�%HQFKLNK�HW
0LTXHO��&KDKUD]DGH�GDQV�FHOOH�GH�.KDZDP�HW�6FKHKHUD]DGH�GDQV�O¶pGLWLRQ
GH�*DOODQG��1pOLGD�3LxRQ�pFULW�6FKHUH]DGH�

����6HORQ�$QGUp�0LTXHO��RS��FLW���S���������O¶HQVHPEOH�GHV�0LOOH�HW�XQH�QXLWV
HVW�DQRQ\PH�HW�SXLVH�GDQV�GLIIpUHQWHV�VRXUFHV�UDVVHPEOpHV�VRXV� O¶,VODP�HW
WUDQVFULWHV�HQ�DUDEH��/HV�FKHUFKHXUV�VHPEOHQW�G¶DFFRUG�TXDQW�j�VRQ�RULJLQH
SHUVDQH� DYHF� GHV� HPSUXQWV� LQGLHQV�� 9LQFHQW�'HPHUV� UDSSHOOH� TX¶XQ� pFULW'HPHUV
DUDEH�DQFLHQ�� OH�.LWDE�DO�)LKULVW��UpGLJp�HQ�O¶DQ������UHODWH� O¶H[LVWHQFH�G¶XQ
YROXPH�SHUVDQ� UDFRQWDQW� O¶KLVWRLUH�GH�6KDKUk]kG� LQWLWXOp� OH�+H]DU�(IVDQH
�/HV�0LOOHV�&RQWHV��GRQW�QXOOH�WUDFH�Q¶H[LVWH�HW�TXH�OHV�QRPV�GH�6KDKUk]kG
HW� 6KkKUL\kU� VRQW�GHV�QRPV�SHUVDQV� DX�SUpIL[H�©ɾ6KDKɾª�TXL� VLJQLILH�5RL�
�«�� �9�� ''(0(56(0(56�� ©ɾ (VVDL� VXU� OHV� FRQWHV� GHV� 0LOOH� HW� XQH� 1XLWVɾ ª�� �����
KWWSɾ���SDJHV��LQILQLW��QHW�YGHPHUV�QXLWV��KWPOGHPHUV ���7RXMRXUV�VHORQ�$��0LTXHO�
O¶HQVHPEOH� DXUDLW� pWp� WUDGXLW� HQ� DUDEH� HW� HQVXLWH� LVODPLVp� j� SDUWLU� GX� 9,,,H

VLqFOH�� OH� WRXW� HQ� ,UDN� HW� SHXW�rWUH�PrPH�j�%DJGDG�� OD� FDSLWDOH� GX�PRQGH
PXVXOPDQ�� R�� OH� QR\DX� RULJLQHO� DXUDLW� pWp� DXJPHQWp� G¶KLVWRLUHV� ORFDOHV
FRPPH��SDU�H[HPSOH��FHOOH�GH�6LQGEkW�RX�FHOOHV�DXWRXU�GX�FDOLIH�+kUXP�DU�
5DVKvG��¬�FH�QRXYHO�HQVHPEOH�V¶DMRXWHQW��HQ�eJ\SWH��j�SDUWLU�GHV�;,H� HW� ;,,H

VLqFOHV� GHV� FRQWHV� PHUYHLOOHX[� HW� PDJLTXHV�� SXLV� MXVTX¶DX� GpEXW� GX� ;9,,H

VLqFOH�� XQ� IRLVRQQHPHQW� G¶DXWUHV� FRQWHV� SURYHQDQW� GH� O¶$UDELH
SUpLVODPLTXH�� GH� %\]DQFH�� GHV� &URLVDGHV�� GX� PRQGH� WXUFR�PRQJRO�� GH
O¶$QWLTXLWp� PpVRSRWDPLHQQH� RX� ELEOLTXH�� (Q� FH� TXL� FRQFHUQH� OH� WLWUH� GX
UHFXHLO��$��0LTXHO�QRXV�IDLW�VDYRLU�TXH�OH�FKLIIUH�GH�PLOOH�HW�XQ�HVW�G¶RULJLQH
WXUTXH� HW� TX¶LO� H[SULPH� OH� JUDQG� QRPEUH�� 0DLV� TXL� HXW�� OH� SUHPLHU�� VH
GHPDQGH�W�LO�� O¶LGpH� GH� O¶XWLOLVHU� SRXU� FH� UHFXHLOɾ "� $QWRLQH� *DOODQG
FRPPHQFH� j� SDUWLU� GH� ����� j� WUDGXLUH� OHV� 1XLWV� HQ� IUDQoDLV� VXU� XQ
PDQXVFULW�TXL�QH�FRQWHQDLW�TXH�TXHOTXHV�FRQWHV��%1�GH�3DULV��IRQGV�DUDEH��
����� HW� j� SDUWLU� GHV� UpFLWV� TX¶LO� UHoRLW�� SDU� pFULW� RX� RUDOHPHQW�� GX�PRLQH
G¶$OHS�+DQQD��'DQV�VD�WUDGXFWLRQ��LO�V¶HVW�HIIRUFp�GH�PRQWUHU�DX[�)UDQoDLV
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matin un violoneux diabolique finissent au fond d'un lac19 ; en Écosse, des femmes et des 

enfants attirés par la musique des nix dracae sautent dans les étangs2o• Même le 

fossegrim norvégien, fée qui donne l'art de jouer aux violoneux, habite sous les chutes 

d'eau21
• Le rôle de la musique enchantée dans l'histoire, la littérature et le folklore 

reprend pendant plus que deux mille ans ce double enjeu de protection et de perdition. 

1.3 L'influence de l'Inde sur le motif de l'instrument enchanté et sur le folklore de 
l'Europe 

Plus riche en sources primaires que l'Occident, l'Inde est la terre d'origine d'une 

grande partie des contes populaires qui devinrent européens au cours des siècles, après de 

longues migrations. La littérature écrite de ce vaste territoire devance Homère de 

centaines d'années. La pluralité étonnante de la population et de l 'histoire indienne 

trouve son écho dans son folklore foisonnant. Un paysan illettré pourrait de nos jours 

raconter un récit de deux mille ans, paru dans le Pancatantra 22. Il ne saurait peut-être 

même pas que son histoire a des origines littéraires, car les plus anciens recueils 

littéraires se sont intégrés dans les répertoires des conteurs populaires. Avant leur arrivée 

éventuelle en Occident, les récits de cette grande anthologie hindoue subirent plusieurs 

traductions au cours des siècles, du sanskrit au perse au sixième siècle, du perse à l'arabe 

au huitième siècle, de l'arabe à l'hébreu au milieu du treizième siècle et, enfin, de 

l'hébreu au latin en 127023
• Ce n'est qu'après une longue métamorphose linguistique et 

géographique que les contes se sont assimilés au folklore des différents pays. Vincent 

Demers, dans son étude sur les Mille et une nuits, commente l'odyssée comparable d'une 

autre source folklorique24. Il soutient que les contes de l'Inde sont à la base des 

chroniques renommées de Schéhérazade. Son hypothèse veut que les contes soient nés 

en Inde et que, par voie orale, ils aient atteint la Perse où un premier recueil, le Hezar 

Efoane, aurait été écrit. 

19 Claude Seignolle, Les évangiles du diable. Paris, R. Laffont, 1998, p. 32-33. 
20 Sir Walter Scott, Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, Edinburgh, Oliver & Boyd, vol. 2, 1932, p. 313-314. 
21 Reidon Christianson, Folktales ofNorway, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1964, p. xxxii. 
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